2026 Midwest "Meeting of the Minds”

Annual Giving and Advancement Services Conference

Tuesday, July 21

Pre-Confence Workshops at the DePaul Conference Center

1:30-4:30 p.m. Pre-Conference An Introduction to Annual Giving with Bob Burdenski An Introduction to Donor Relations
Workshops (Room 8204, 8th Floor, DePaul Conference Center) with Mary Weingartner, UNICEF (Room 8206)
7-9:00 p.m. Reception Welcome Sunset Drinks Reception at Buckingham Fountain

Wednesda

y, July 22

Morning Plenary Sessions at the Harold Washington Library - Cindy Pritzker Auditorium (Enter on State St.)

9:00-9:30 a.m. Registration Registration in the Library Lobby - NO FOOD OR DRINK IN THE AUDITORIUM
9:30-10:45 a.m. Welcome Opening Welcome and Introductions - Bob Burdenski and Elizabeth Tavares
10:45-11:00 a.m. Break
11:00 a.m. . . . . . A
Plenary A Meeting of the Minds - Opening Plenary Discussion and Civility
FL2HD Session with Annual Giving and Advancement Services Panelists
12:15-2 p.m. Lunch Lunch on your own.
Ti Activit Auditorium Room Room Room
ime CtIVI
¥ 8005 8012 8204 8002
PHLU-ERID o1, Priority Audiences -
Breakout An Update on I.U.s Leadership and Writing for Annual Giving The Athletlcs Giving Day Pipeline... What Now?!!
Sessi Loyalty Giving Program Jordan Revenaugh Paige Gustafson Rachel Spencer. Vanillasoft
essions Joanna Landrum Albion College Albion College P !
Indiana University
3:15-3:45 pm Break Break Snacks in the Sponsor Hall
3:45-4:45 p.m. Care & Communication in Times of
Al for AG, AS and You: An Update on Change: Strategies and Discussion The Project Manager Direct Mail
Breakout Who's Using Al To Do What — Right ge: Strateg . — An Appreciation Still Delivers
. Kelly Lawrie EdD, Nicole Neely R
Sessions Now? and Garrett Allen Staci Hundt Matt Sulzer and
Bob Burdenski, Host Ohio Northern University Loyola University Chicago Sara Pond, MCR
5:00-6:30pm Conf .
P on ere.nce Brando's Speakeasy Pop-Up Party and Reception
Reception

Thursday, July 23
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12:30-1:00 pm.

Closing Session

Al, USN&WR, DAFs, VSE, DXOs, LAG and More:
Reviewing the 2026 MMOTM Alphabet Soup
Closing Session with Bob and Sponsor Bingo Prizes! (Room 8005)

Time Activity Auditorium Room Room Room Room
8005 8012 8204 8002 8206
8-9:00 a.m. Registration Registration and Continental Breakfast in the Sponsor Hall
9:00-10:15 a.m. All About the Pipeline:
Leadership Annual Giving Recurring Giving High-Performance Repf)rting: Lessons Trendy with a (.:hance. A Day in the Life
Samantha Sanchez o from Both Sides of Impact: A Practical Guide .
Breakout . . . . Tony Difilippo . With Bad Data
. University of Missouri . of the Fence to the Big Picture .
Sessions R . Mount Carmel High School L . Cindy Novak
Justin Pusczykowski, GMoSI Elizabeth Tavares. UNICEF Ernest Olivier Vickie Woodhead AccurateAppend
Charles Audino ! DePaul University GiveCampus PP
Wheaton College
10:15-10:30 Break Break Snacks in the Sponsor Hall
10:30-11:45 ipeline:
Al Abo‘:lt the PlpeII.m? . . L. . The Fundraising Trifecta: An Independent Schools
a.m. Leadership Annual Giving Small Shop Strategies for A Gift Administration Forum ) L
A . Engaging Donors In Person, By Fundraising Forum
Samantha Sanchez Getting Things Done Karen Latora . . o L
Breakout i . R X X . X Mail, and Online Tony Difilippo, MCHS, Kristine
. University of Missouri Jen Davis, Joliet Junior College Advance Data Systems . K
Sessions . . K - Theresa Aide and Petroshius, Lake Forest
Justin Pusczykowski, GMoSI & Michelle Williams, Andy Leeson . K
. . K . . . Kate Cominsky, Academy, Connie Molzberger,
Charles Audino John Carroll University Loyola University Chicago .
Suttle-Straus Francis W. Parker School
Wheaton College
11:45-1:15 p.m. Lunch Lunch on Your Own
1:15-2:30 p.m. Personalization at Scale: How It Takes a Campus: Buildin
A Digital Fundraising Forum Hugh Behind the Mic: Multimedia Teaching and Advancement Teams Meet Partnershr s :rhat J
Breakout Vandivier, Wabash College and Storytelling Strategies Training the Team Donor Expectations Without P ..
. .. . . . Power Annual Giving
Sessions Ramona Maza, That Spark Giving Dania Calandrino Adding Work Laurel Palmer
Ul Health Jen Davis, Joliet Junior College Art Institute of Chicago Jen Lesshafft L . X
Western Michigan University
Evertrue
2:30-2:45 p.m. Break Ice Cream in the Sponsor Hall - Sponsored by VanillaSoft
2:45-3:45 p.m. Driving Al iE t
A Giving Day Forum - Part 1 - . Unlocking Advancement rving um-nl- nga_gemen
Predictive Modeling for . and Annual Giving with Data-
Logan Heggemann An Engagement Center Forum L. Insights Through L
Breakout K . R > R Annual Giving 101 . Informed Communication
. University of Chicago Alexis Allen and Nick Evans X Dynamic Dashboards R
Sessions R X R . Andrew Gutierrez David Tulkoff, Mongoose
Emily Vetne University of Louisville . o Karen Latora & Joe Lanasa
Philanthropy Data Scientist KellyAnn McGowan
Wabash College Advance Data Systems . .
Northwestern University
3:45-4:00 Break Break Snacks in the Sponsor Hall
4:00-5:00 p.m.
Fi Ph to Portfolios: R ds M. t F
.. Peer-to-Peer Fundraising — rom on.es. o Fortiolios ecords AanagemeAn orum The YOUofL Class Gift —
A Giving Day Forum - Part 2 L. . . Modernizing Student Dania Calandrino |
Breakout K X Recruiting, Readying and Retaining . . R Student Philanthropy Success
. Baily Daily . Outreach with Al Art Institute of Chicago . i
Sessions . . Your Volunteer Rainmakers R - . Alexis Allen and Nick Evans,
Purdue for Life Foundation K Sara Eldridge, St. Olaf College Kristine Petroshius L
Bob Burdenski . U. of Louisville
Syvia Vandever, Gravyty Lake Forest Academy
Friday, July 24
) . Auditorium Room Room Room (% bright
Time Activity basd crowd
8005 8012 8204 8002 =
8-9:00 a.m. Registration Registration and Continental Breakfast in the Sponsor Hall P"AHELLER
QL CONSULTING
9-10 a.m. What Happens When A Healthcare Annual Giving Why Donors Say Yes:
You Test Everything? Forum - Part 1 A Donor The Eight Principles Influencing J " EA
Breakout Sessions Annual Giving Reimagined Meredith Howell, UChicago Stewardship Forum Annual Giving dvance
Haley Hamilton, University of Medicine Ramona Maza, Mary Weingartner, UNICEF Clark Gafke p—
Colorado, Boulder UIC Health LEAD Philanthropy
9:15-10:15 a.m. Break Break
HORSSLS ) Favorites Erom A Healthcare Annual Giving
L. Forum - Part 2 The Hot Gos on P2P: What’s In, What's -
Breakout the 27th Annual Giving . . A Giving Day Workshop ~
A Leah Evanchuck, Rush University Out, and What You Need to Know X '4 ZengerGroup
Sesions Idea Exchange K ) . . Sleek Consulting ~
. Medical Center, Victoria Gajc, Paul Klenk, GetThru Srmart. Print. N
Bob Burdenski - et R Deow:
Northwestern Medicine
11:15-11:30 a.m. Break Break Snacks in the Sponsor Hall enCOU ro
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 Annual Giving Directors' Erom Missin ilized: -
g to Mobilized: )
i . L Advancement Services mongoose @:-
p.m. ) D?e_p Dive ) Engaging All Donors in Giving i g ’
Breakout Michelle Williams, JCU, Paige Davs and Crowdfundin Deep Dive Forum
Sesions Gustafson, Albion College, Laurel v & Elizabeth Tavares, UNICEF MIDWEST
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